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HOW TO READ CAR TYRES BEFORE BUYING

BY STELLA NAIGIND
(LR RT T IV EIRETATE P Aa b
NPErS S5y mamy
molrists <o not know
the impontance of the
Wrhngzs on barbymes
Saleem Marzexa, the sales
manager of Tvre Expaess [
Famrpoda soys soch writing on
4 Iy e b & meaning.
Pareesa sanys i iy vinsl o
kaiows when, vech weriting means
50 a5 10 ke the right nyre 1o
bary fioT Your car, pUrpose, roas
conditon climate of weathar,
This, he sxplained, s
mere profeund S temperade
countries with varying: and
acdvesse weather conditinies.
You cannat nsa the sue tyoe
fint suesrarmesr 2ol wirbe— he
eddmaatiad
Maoreese adldod that the
writings help ope undersaand
howe much 12 Indlate the tyres,
hiowr ich welgnt the ovres can
camry, the width, length and
radius of the tre, thwe yeu of
man afacture and the expiy
date ameng niher th ngs

Meanings
PR or ply rating
[strength of tyre]
Arazrcling m Mameesa, this
writiey shews the pli ratng
of the e, Thi ply [ndicates

the saengtk of the e Thre
higher e ply, the ougher the
rorn. The ndaraboog car wary

Wt L
Maresss says It is vital o know mhal each writing on a tyre means

to the height (70) ard ike
radnus (B} o wiing suees wiluek: iy

virmiz 10 dook for the ratng table,
Namudcu explaing.

" means a {yre coes
tubie to funethon

e 2an sy s aleo iadicated
i=an thes prissace Libel, Tha
welght kilwel cesually sppoars as
‘max Load 200", These ratings
change depend:ng on the size,
fype of tyre and manufaciure,”
Ravlira says,

Rotating tyres
You should rotate tyres onoe
every six mnnths or xfher 000
miles, whichever oo [irst
Hotaman resws 11ud s
remvone and il e byre ina
i) Meniaw puowsitien ro make them
W Ol cvinly. heyiirs savs.
Huw you rotatz the tyzes
depends on the driving method,
borwr the tes 2 wearing out
{look at the =wes 10 seed and
the drive system af the car, The
car could Fave a froor-winel-
drive, rear-waeel dnve i a
AWTD eyt Retating fyies is
alwo datérmie sl by wy hesthor
oon (w0l thee 0y mes s ree renatioryal)

TR

Licentipnal brocy & these
which have a specific directica
in which they rowie. These
mast be ftled onte fim in a
dpcdific way to rotate conreatly

#* Front-wheel-drive
Frart-wheel=dnve cars are e
conrsmonmed i LUlginida, Kandicn
P aated g

P o (e [t Pyt b e
resr n the sane Side and moe
Ihe rear res 0 te Tonl, Dut
switch thetrsides —the ane thar
waron L lefi should #a o the
Aght and vicc-versa,

& Rear-wheel-drive

Moast pick-upe and trocks ame
TRV TRl -Cri v, s e st
Towora Hiaee Gimes. For such
vemcles, mcae e frond tynes 1o
e i, ol swirch thadr sides.
Mir: the: resr tvmes 1o the frone,
Lot N Wiy o the same side,

#® Four-wheal-drive

Maar the fiont tyres o the rear
ang zwitch thar sides amd moewe
the mear tvres 60 front, bl G
them on the azine ide,

@ Directlonal tyres

Move (e tyres witk ot
chenging their sides, The froon
ones go behird and the rear
[N 75 Come 17 front. s on the
sam side, However, il a fre s
bad for the oot rernove it and
buy a new one, do 0ol swld il
o b rear

NOISE

yres alsa have
mCis e regulations
written on them.

The amaunt of nolse a
tyre makes on the road
ia raquiated to protect
the driver fram it &nd
Iallure o hear what is
going on around them,
Saleem Mareesa, the
sales manager of Tyre
Express in Kampala,
nated.

From Coctober 2077,
the Eurcpean Unibon
started enforcing the
regulation to limit tyre
noiss, Those which
comnly carry the letter
5 at the end of a serles
o numbcrs other than
Thase showing the tyre
size. For exampke, if you
5e¢ 84 Q2269975 the
S shews that this tyre
is sate In terms of noise
poliution, Mareesa sald,




depending on the size of the
tyre. For example, it can be PR-
6, 8, 12, 16 and gocs up to 28.

Steel Radial (material
2used in tyre)

Mareesa notes that the Steel
Radial writing on a tyre shows
that the tyre has steel/wires in
it. This communicates the type
of materials that were used to
make the tyre.

Tubeless
“This means that the tyre
does not require a tabe for it to
perform,” Mareesa explains.
Naira Namuddu, the vice-
chairperson of the Tyre Dealers
Association and manager of
SMK Tyres, notes that most
tyres have writings that show
what type of cars they are
supposed to go on.
A writing such as C

means that such a tyre e

can be used on a light
commercial vehicle such as
a taxi, van, wagon or pickup.

Height/width/radius/
4speed

Namuddu says writings like
205/70/R14 show the width

(205mm), the ratio of the width

Tyre speed ratings

S:aeadRafllng s
N
P
(i

R

o
]

T
]

o
v

Tyre writings should never be
lgnored

this case, is 14 inches.

Speed |
5’1'lw speed rating is
indicated as a letter after

the writing. For example, in
205/70/R14-W, the W indicates
the top speed the tyre can
handle. You have to look at the
speed rating table (see graphic
below) to know that W allows
you up to 270km/h. .

Somie tyres have the
maximum speed written down
(for example 270km/h) instead
of being represented by a
letter. This saves the driver the
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Kitometars/Mour
140 1)
150 I
160 Y
170 Z
180 W
190 Y

Pressure

Maoses Kayiira; a mechanic
at Bakayiira Diesel Garage
in Makindye, Kampala says
all tyres show the maximum
pressure they can withstand on
the tyre wall or on the driver’s
door sticker.

“This is indicated as, for
example, 350kpa,” Kayiira says.

He notes that some motorists
put too much or little tyre
pressure, which makes driving
hard and dangerous.

“When the pressure is high,
the tyre’s lifespan is reduced.
The car bounces off the road,
is uncomfortable and hard to
control. When the pressure

L is too low, the car drags and

uses a lot of fuel and the
) tyre walls get damaged.
% The rim can also easily

&N »"‘,,f get damaged if you hit a

i hard surface because its

b cushion is greatly reduced.

" To avoid all this, the tyre

TS must be inflated dLLlJI’L]m"

to the mnanufacturer’s
recommendation,” Kayiira
notes.

Weight
“The maximum weight the

200
210
240
240+
270
300



